
                                                 

 

 

 

November 25, 2021 

 

The Honourable Steven Guilbeault 

Minister of Environment and Climate Change 

ec.ministre-minister.ec@canada.ca  

 

Dear Minister Guilbeault, 

 

Re: Engagement with Indigenous Grassroots - Treaty 9 Rights Holders and the Regional 

Assessment for the Ring of Fire Area  

 

 

The Indigenous grassroots of Treaty 9, including the Friends of the Attawapiskat River, the 

Omushkegowuk Women's Water Council and the Omushkegowuk Treaty 9 Alliance, jointly 

congratulate you on your recent appointment as Canada’s Minister of Environment, Climate 

Change and Canada.  

 

We are the Indigenous grassroots of Treaty 9, dedicated to protecting the health of the waters, 

people and communities living downstream of the proposed Ring of Fire. Together, we have a 

shared responsibility to protect our lands from exploitation and degradation. This means 

safeguarding the integrity of the boreal and muskeg of the Hudson Bay-James Bay lowlands, its 

significant contribution to mitigating climate change, and the health of our grandchildren and 

those not yet born.   

 

As a first step in establishing a working relationship with you and your staff, we are 

requesting an opportunity to meet with your office before further actions are taken on the 

Regional Assessment (RA) for the Ring of Fire. We understand the terms of reference for 

the RA are soon to be released and request your urgent audience. Any decision, including 

engagement on the RA must be done in full consultation and consent of Treaty 9 

Rightsholders.  

 

We continue to call for a moratorium to be put in place until access to clean water, housing, and 

health services have been secured for all upstream and downstream communities from the 
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proposed Ring of Fire and a proper protection plan is implemented, reflecting any Water 

Declaration prepared by the Omushkegowuk Women’s Water Council and the global 

significance of the carbon rich Hudson Bay-James Bay Lowland, including the headwaters of 

Attawapiskat, Albany and Winisk Rivers and the thousands of streams that flow into Hudson 

Bay and James Bay.1 

 

To date, obligations to protect the sacred Treaty have not been met.  We go by the inherent laws 

of the Omushkegowuk Nation. Bodies including Mushkegowuk Council and band councils under 

the Indian Act do not have the jurisdiction to speak on behalf of the Omushkegowuk Cree Nation 

and are extensions of the Canadian government. We have not given our Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent for these groups to speak on our behalf and nor does their involvement discharge 

Canada’s duty to work in the best interests of title holders, which is the Indigenous grassroots.  

 

Canada’s consultation on the Ring of Fire must include Treaty and inherent rights holders and 

respect our views on engagement and consent, as based on our inherent laws and the Spirit of 

Intent of Treaties. It is clear Parliament intended for the Impact Assessment Act and its 

mechanisms to recognize and incorporate Indigenous peoples’ rights within IA processes, 

including the RA.  For instance, the preamble of the IAA recognizes and respect the rights of 

Indigenous peoples,2 there are obligations to promote cooperation with Indigenous peoples and 

the consideration of Indigenous knowledge within the purposes of the Act,3 and recognitions that 

Indigenous (Aboriginal and Treaty) rights are critical impact assessment ‘factors’ to be 

considered in the review of projects4 and to inform Ministerial determinations.5   

 

As the Crown in this matter, we remind you of the fiduciary duty you have to uphold and protect 

the rights that were promised to our ancestors in Treaty 9, and the Spirit of Intent of Treaties 

which the Omushkegowuk ancestors affirmed in Treaty 9. We intend to protect our Treaty rights 

promised to us for as long as the sun shines, as long as the waters flow, as long as the grass 

grows, and as long as the winds blow. 

 

Thank you for considering our concerns. We ask that you provide a response to our request for a 

meeting by December 3, 2021.  

 

Miigwetch,  

 

 
1 See online: ᐁ ᐊᐸᐊᒪᒋᐠ ᑲᑭᓇᐤ ᑭᒋ ᐅᑭᒪᐧᐊᐠ ᑭᒋ ᐧᐃᑕᒪᒋᐠ ᑭᒋ ᐅᑕᓇᑫᐸᑭᐧᑕᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᒧᓇᐃᑫᐧᐃ ᐊᑐᐢᑫᐧᐃᐣ ᕆᐣᐠ ᐊᑊ ᐸᔭᕐ  

ᐁᒪᓇᒋᑕᓂᐧᐊᑭ ᓯᐱᔭ ᓀᐢᑕ ᐃᓂᓂᐧᐊᐠ ᐅᑌᐸᑫᓂᑕᑯᓯᐧᐃᓂᐧᐊᐤ᙮, An Open Statement to the Governments of Canada and  

Ontario, https://cela.ca/call-for-a-moratorium-in-the-ring-of-fire-to-protect-watersheds-and-indigenous-rights/  
2 IAA Preamble 
3 IAA s 6(1)(e), (f), (g), and (j). 
4 IAA s 22(1)(c). 
5 IAA s 63(d). 
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Mike Koostachin 

Friends of the Attawapiskat River 

 

 

 

Jennifer Wabano  

Omushkegowuk Women's Water Council 

 

 

 

 

 

Conrad Iahtail 

Omushkegowuk Treaty 9 Alliance 

          

 

 

 

  

cc  Charles Hookimaw, Attawapiskat First Nation 

 Jerry DeMarco, Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable Development  


